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but in a question of this importance, on which it was
to be expected that foreign policy would have some-
thing to say, he was well advised in applying for the
ratification of the Porte.
" The official approval of an enterprise so manifestly
beneficial to the interests of the Ottoman Empire, as
to those of all other nations, cannot fail to be given,
now that science has pronounced in its favour, and that
sufficient capital is ready to carry it out.
" Admitting, then, that the Sultan, to begin with, is
with one accord with his vassal, the Viceroy will place
himself in a very favourable position as regards Europe,
if, in order to prevent any further difficulties between
the friendly Powers themselves or with Egypt, he asks
the former to designate plenipotentiaries to Con-
stantinople for the purpose of regulating by means of
a convention the perpetual neutrality of the passage
through the Suez Canal, the principle of which, in so
far as regards the Ottoman Empire, is already set forth
in Clause 14 of the Act of Concession.
" In this way the internal question of the execution
of the canal is kept separate, as it should be, from the
external question of neutrality. The prerogatives of
the territorial sovereignty remain intact, and the Otto-
man Empire, assuming for the first time since the con-
clusion of peace the influential position which it has
a right to occupy in a negotiation of public European
law, satisfies the political and commercial interests of
all the Powers, while it at the same time obtains, by
tneir accession, a fresh guarantee of its integrity and
independence.
"The Viceroy of Egypt,  who has  so faithfully